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Proverbs

1

Elikhukhu I rọnmwẹ ọdọ eva

The pigeon never practises polyandry.



2

Ọdafen nọ ma guẹ uyimwẹ, tọ zagha owa.

A man who is not well behaved causes confusion in the house.



3

Emẹ we ọmọ ne ọ rre irọẹn eko ọ re irọẹn siẹn ẹmwẹ na; adeghẹ ene irọẹn mu vbovbo ya obọ si emwi vbe okhiẹ oha, ọ ma gi irọẹn ren.

The monkey decides that she can only vouch for \he foetus in her stomach, for if the child she backs has dragged something from the bush- side, she wouldn't know.



4

Emwi ọkpa gha ru ọmwa, a ghi ya ogieva waan

When one calamity befalls one, one should act wisely in the second (once beaten, twice shy).



5

Emwidamwẹ ọre a ya khu awa vbe erru; ẹ rri iyan ọgbọn vbeso

It is out of selfishness that one drives away dog from the rack of yam whereas it does not eat raw yam.



6

Ezazako wẹ ẹdẹ okhian a ya ne okhian, ẹdẹ ulẹ a ya ne ulẹ.

The solitary antelope declares that the day·of walking is dedicated to walking while the day of running is dedicated to running (walk while walking, run while running).



7

Emwi ne a we ne a ya ru ọkpa khọọ khian ọrẹn ose.

What was intentionally done to punish the rooster now beautifies it.



8

Eke ne ọ maa ẹghele ọ re igiogbẹ

Wherever the youth finds suitable for his comfort becomes his family base.





9

Ekẹn ọ re ọ de ne ovbi ewe mu hiin

It is the wall that fell for the kid to climb on.







10

Erhan I mwẹẹ uvun, iranmwẹ I lao rọ

A wood (or tree) free of hole(s) remains impenetrable to ants.







Dictionary



(space for dictionary)



The authors would like to thank the Bini community for providing the proverbs and the audio materials for this book.
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